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President’s Message

Dear Fellow Firefighters

Over the last few articles, | commented about teamwork, partnerships and
alliances. Now, | would like to address what this means to our Association and
our membership. As you may know, nothing comes from nothing, and nothing
ever will. In most cases, everything | mentioned earlier was accomplished by
those three means. Which brings us to our relationship with other organizations.
It is paramount that we work together as one to achieve our goals and further the
benefits to our membership. Over the years, our State Fire Marshal, Matt Perez,
has been one of the greatest advocates to our mission. Our working relationship
with him and his Office has brought new awareness to the needs in the Fire Service. This was done
with teamwork and alliances that built an understanding that the Firefighters in this State needed to be
properly trained and the need to keep us all safe. His leadership can not be understated. He has been
a personal friend of mine and to the Fire Service as well. The Fire Marshal has announced that he
will be stepping down this coming June. | can’t say enough about his contributions to the Fire Service
and to all Firefighters as well. Just a few things that have had a major impact on the volunteer side.
The small equipment grant program, free rooms at our state fire academy, BOF Classes and Decon
equipment provided to all Fire Departments. | could go on and on with the benefits we received with
his leadership. | know there comes a time when we all need to make a decision on our future. We wish
him and his family well and hope that they enjoy the years ahead.

|, too, will be stepping down as President of the lllinois Firefighters Association at the end of my term.
It is time to turn the leadership over to the next President. My term will end with the election of Officers
at our October Conference. It has been a long and enjoyable duty to represent all of you during my
years as President. | know that this Association will go on and prosper well into the future. | will remain
on the executive board as past President and function accordingly with my board duties. | have been
in the Fire Service for over forty-five years and have seen many changes. The vast majority of these
changes have been positive. Safety in protecting Firefighters through training, education and providing
the necessary equipment needed has made us much safer. When | started we were killing almost 300
Firefighters nation-wide. Although we are under 100 Firefighters killed now, one is too many. Covid has
also been a factor which brought the total even higher. We all know we are in a dangerous occupation
and we all must fall back on our training and the ability to work as a team member.

In closing, | challenge you all to never stop training, be a team member and function together as one
so you all go home safe.

“Train Smart, Be Safe”

God Bless
Johw Swouv President IFA
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

By Margaret Vaughn, [FA Legislative Lobbyist
Volunteer Tax Credit Bill Hits Road Block at End of Session

SB 3027 which will provide a $500 tax credit to volunteer emergency workers,
Z passed the Senate unanimously and had gained tremendous momentum in the House.
i IFA organized a March 23" press conference at the Capitol on it, which received
i statewide press coverage and resulted in House Revenue Chairman Mike Zalewski
allowing a hearing on it (which had never been done in years). The Department
of Revenue was very committed to working with us and provided language to include in the bill to help them
implement it. Chief sponsors Sen Chris Belt (D-Swansea) and Rep. Lance Yednock (D-Ottawa) also fought
fiercely on our behalf to get money included in the budget to off- set the cost of the tax credit. However, after a
series of meetings with the Office of the State Fire Marshal, the Department of Revenue, Signal Hill Chief Tom
Elifff, Silvas Chief Winters and East Dundee Chief Parthun and myself, OSFM indicated they would need more
time over the summer and fall to work on the logistics of implementing the bill. - Since the tax reporting portion of
the bill when people are filing would actually not come into play until early 2024, when people start filing their 2023
taxes, we are hoping perhaps we can get something passed in the fall veto session.

As disappointed as it was in the final hours of session not to get the bill to the finish line, we did
get it further than it has ever gotten and greatly appreciated the support of our 52 co-sponsors and Sen
Belt, Rep. Yednock and Rep Tom Bennett (R-Gibson City) who fought especially hard.

IFAis extremely grateful to the support of SB 3027's co-sponsors helow:

Senate Sponsors

Sen. Christopher Belt - Doris Turner - Patrick J. Joyce - Neil Anderson - Cristina H. Pacione-Zayas, Jil

Tracy, Melinda Bush, Donald P. DeWitte, David Koehler, Win Stoller, Brian W. Stewart, Dale Fowler, Julie A.
Morrison, Cristina Castro, Suzy Glowiak Hilton, Meg Loughran Cappel, Karina Villa, Rachelle Crowe, Emil Jones,
1, Laura M. Murphy, Jason Plummer, Sally J. Turner, Jacqueline Y. Collins, Chapin Rose, Darren Bailey, Dave
Syverson, Adriane Johnson and Ram Villivalam

House Sponsors
(Rep. Lance Yednock - Thomas M. Bennett - Norine K. Hammond - LaToya Greenwood, Kathleen Willis, Katie
Stuart, Dave Severin, Michael Kelly, Michael Halpin, Sue Scherer, Deb Conroy, Anthony DelLuca, Daniel
Didech, Amy Elik, Dave Vella, Jackie Haas, Andrew S. Chesney, Dan Caulkins, Adam Niemerg, Bradley
Stephens, Daniel Swanson, Tony McCombie, Lindsey LaPointe and Maurice A. West, Il)

HB 4461- Payment to FPD After Disconnection by Municipalities

Sponsored by Rep. Larry Walsh (D-Joliet) and Sen John Connor (D-Romeoville), this legislation
addresses the issue of problems with FPD collecting money owed by municipalities required after
disconnection of a district territory. If such payment is not made within 30 days following a written demand by
the fire protection district entitled to the payment or which causes a fire protection district to incur an expense in
order to collect the amount to which it is entitled shall, in addition to the amount due, be responsible to reimburse
the fire protection district for all costs incurred by the fire protection district in collecting the amount due, including,
but limited to legal fees and costs. HB 4461 was signed into law by Governor Pritzker and takes effect
January 1, 2023.
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End of Session Fireworks Scare

There last minute was end of session horse trading which resulted in SB 2170 (the fraudulent
fireworks bill being pushed by TNT Fireworks posing at the fake “US Fireworks Safety Commission” )
being scheduled for a hearing with only an hour’s notice before the Senate Executive Committee. OSFM
Legislative Liaison Katherine Nunes and | both testified against the bill but we had heard that the hearing was only
being held, as a favor to the House sponsor as well as the lobbyist for the TNT fireworks, with the understanding
that the bill would get out of the Committee but not advance any further on the Senate floor. However, though the
bill's current sponsor Sen Tony Munoz (D-Chicago) was no fan of the bill and did not want to see it advance, he is
resigning his seat in a few months, so we have to be on guard when the legislature returns, that it does not rear
it's ugly head with a different sponsor. In the meantime, we are continuing to educate senators on the dire
consequences fireworks expansion would bring to lllinois.

STATE OF ILLINOIS PRELIMINARY
EXPOSURE REDUCTION PROJECT

- ISNOW AVAILABLETO
: ILLINOIS
FIRE DEPARTMENTS

TO ORDER, VISIT
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& SAVVIK’

BUYING GROUP

IFA has partnered with SAVVIK Buying Group to provide our members with access to equipment,
supplies, apparel and even vehicles at group buying prices. We have sent SAVVIK a list of our
members and their contact information and once SAVVIK has set up the list, our members will be
receiving a notification like below. You will not be able to register your account until you receive this
notice. The notice is being sent to the main contact the we have on file for our member departments.

If you do not receive your notification or if you are having problems creating your account, contact
Secretary Treasurer at 618-830-3961 and he will assist you in setting up your SAVVIK account.

Once you are signed up with SAVVIK, there is another benefit for your members at SAVVIK Perks.
SAVVIK Perks provides discounts for your members on entertainment, food, travel and many other
personal discounts.

Illinois Firefighters Association- IFA Member

Welcome to the Savvik Buying Group!

Savvik Member # 28828

(Please note, the above Savvik member # 28828 is exclusive to the Association record only. Each
member will have their own unique number. This is how we track vendor sales for revenue share back
to the Association.)

Savvik Membership:
Your agency is a new member of the Savvik Buying Group through the IFA. This membership is FREE
as a benefit from your association.

Savvik is a Public Safety GPO with over 13,000 agency members who have access to volume discount
pricing on various products and services. Our vendor programs are competitively bid and publicly
awarded. As a Savvik member you now have access to over 80+ vendor programs.

Savvik will give back 1/3 of your association sales revenue to the [FA
Member Login Instructions:

Go to https://savvik.com
Click on LOGIN, follow the instructions to set up your personal username and password.
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About SAVVIK Buying Group

The Savvik Buying Group, formally known as the North Central EMS Corporation, is a non-profit organization
owned by its members and formed to reduce the financial impact of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997 within
the EMS industry. Our mission is to provide members with a mechanism to achieve cost reductions, which has
evolved into a group-purchasing program. Savvik values quality supplies and equipment for the members, at the
industry’s best prices.

The phrase “at the industry’s best prices” plays an even more important role today than in previous years as the
Medicare Fee Schedule took effect on April 1, 2002. Ambulance services across the country have seen a drastic
reduction in their Medicare reimbursements which accounts for up to 75% of their revenue. This drastic reduction
in revenue decreases their capital budgets and curbs their purchases if not determine their entire existence.

Membership is comprised of ambulance services, fire departments, first responder groups, police/sheriff
departments, industrial emergency response teams, and other organizations related to the EMS industry. Savvik is
proud to focus on membership nationwide. Our intent is to offer the Electronic Patient Care Reporting and Data
Collection contract to all Savvik members regardless of their physical location.

An amazing result of our success was the formation of The Savvik Foundation in 2000. Savvik invests back into
the industry! A portion of our excess revenues are returned to regional, state and national EMS associations as
well as being donated to The Savvik Foundation so that it can complete its mission of leading industry efforts in
such areas as safety, efficient operations, education, research and national consensus building.

We’re dedicated to improving the general wellbeing of the public safety industry as a whole. Our effectiveness
increases with commitments from our vendor partners to provide Savvik members with quality products and
services at the industry’s best prices.

Savvik has enjoyed significant growth over the last few years by developing partnerships (including revenue
sharing relationships) with regional, state and national EMS associations. Savvik has fifty-one group affiliates
that include membership to the Savvik Buying Group as part of their group dues structure. The associations that
participate in our group membership program receive quarterly reports and payments from our office. Payments
reflect a portion of the contract management fee of the total sales their members purchased from our vendors.

Membership Includes:

Access to National Public Bids — you can piggyback for free!

Large vendor contracts — save time and money!

Online marketplace — 5.11 Gear at the lowest prices!

Individual savings programs — benefits you can share with everyone in your agency
All of this for FREE!

If you have not received your registration email from SAVVIK, contact Secretary/Treasurer
Kerry Federer at 618-882-4783 or by email at editor@illinoisfirefighters.org.

Page 7



The Bulletin

-

At Alewis Fire Equipment, if you can dream it,
wie can build it. Dur guality custom-built fire
apparatus are engineered specifically for each
of our customers to enable them to fight the
hattles ahead in full capacity. Built to endure for
optimal efficiency and safety, Alexis trucks are
completely custamer driven, From brush trucks
and response one units to tankers, pumpers and
aerials, your needs are our commands.

DOUR TRUCKS. OUR TEAM. OUR CUSTOMERS.
OMNE DRIVE. DRIVEN TO SERVE.

Contact your AFE Sales Representative

or Lertified Dealer for mare information
at |-800-322-2284.

ALEXISFIRE.COM 1-800-322-2284

450

THE ODESSA FIRE COMPANY
ODESSA, DELAWARE

ey - FEATURES: SPARTAN GLANATOR ELFD
“o VI RAISED ROGF CHEW DA, HEAWY DUTY

E STAINLESS STEEL BOEY AND 5TAINLESS
STEEL SUAFRAME, 750 GALLORN POLY
TAME, WATERDUS DO PURMP 15000681,
ALLMINUM COVERED DOGHOLUSE WITH &
CLSTOR (&) SLOT MAP BOX N CAB, SMART
HR-10 HYDRAULIC GENERATOR, WHELEN
WARNING LIGHT PACKAGE, AND MORE.

LEXIS

OUALITY DRIVEMN SIMCE 13947,

<> 000

| SHOP 24/7 AT ALEXISFIRESTORE.COM
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YOUNEED THIS. YOU' VEEARNED THIS.

Here's your chance to slow down and get off the grid for a while. Disconnect from
the hectic, fast-paced daily grind and reconnect with your friends, family and nature.
Get away with $10,000 for the gear you need to have the guality time you deserve.

ENTER TODAY!
Cuﬂn_tes_téHerues.cnm

Always ready.

You never know when the call will come in - you just
know that you need to be ready when it does. As the
largest provider of insurance to over 15,000
emergency service organizations throughout the
United States and Canada, we look at it the same
way. We're ready to help when the need arises.

= Insurance
= Benefits
= Education and Training

$IVFIS

A Division of Glatfelter Insurance Group

Insuring America’s Heroes

VFIS/Midwest
Ideal Insurance Agency
100 W. 22nd St., Suite 101
Lombard, IL 60148
(800) 422-1431 - (630) 889-3512
www.idealinsil.com
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( Callfornla Casualty

AMERICAN HEROES®

IFA and caliiornia Casualty Celebrate 10 Years

California Casualty has been protecting your IL firefighter brothers and sisters with personalized auto and
home/renters insurance through its partnership with the lllinois Firefighters Association since 2012. Built on
ten years of shared values, exceptional service and solid trust, the bond between the two organizations is
stronger than ever.

Founded in 1914, California Casualty is a policyholder-owned company that is dedicated to IFA members and
their families. Their policies are tailor-made for the men and women of the fire service across the state, with
IFA member rates, generous discounts, superior service and unique education specific policy features such as:

e Waived or reduced deductibles for vandalism or accidents when vehicles are parked at work

e $500 personal property coverage for items (including uniforms and turnout gear) stolen or damaged in
a covered vehicle

e Flexible payment options that include payroll deduction, EZ Pay and holiday or summer skips
e Free ID theft resolution
e Fallen Hero Benefit for the surviving partner or spouse of a fallen firefighter

California Casualty is a partner IFA members can count on. They are proud to protect the property and families
of the men and women who protect lllinois. California Casualty customers give the company a 99% service
satisfaction rating.

IFA members deserve the impressive benefits, generous discounts and extraordinary support California
Casualty offers. They are proud to stand beside you when you need them the most.

Thank you for 10 years! California Casualty is excited for the next 10 years serving IFA and its members.

Learn more about this valuable member benefit — and why it’s recommended by so many policyholders, at
www.calcas. comZ|f§, or by calling an advisor today at 1.866.680.5142.

Coverage benefit descriptions are an overview only. Complete descriptions are outlined in the actual policy.
Coverages and discounts described are subject to availability and eligibility.

510 000

C MPING OJE canry A

TODAY!
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(815) 857-2000
045\ info@dingesfire.com

www.DingesFire.com

FIRE

COMPANY

YEARS
SERVING
THE FIRE
SERVICE

CELEBRATING

Proud to represent:

LOLION

ready for action

JiY
A




The Bulletin
Get your department involved with the Be Alarmed! smoke
detector installation program to install 10-year battery
smoke alarms in home in your community.

This program combines fire prevention education and
action to help keep Illlinois citizens safe.

Help make your community safer by becoming a partner
for local smoke alarm installation today.
Details are available at: www.ifsa.org/programs/alarms

FIRE,
:
L®
(IXTX1]1]
sdedRed

Illinois Fire Safety Alliance
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DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WITH AN
ALCOHOL OR DRUG PROBLEM"

ZOERN
gatevvay

FOUNDATIO

24-Hour Helpllne | 877. 505 4673 (HOPE) | GatewayFoundatlon org

YOU’'RE NOT ALONE

Almost half of adults have a close friend or family member who's been addicted to drugs.'
Fortunately, there is help. Gateway Foundation has been the solution for those suffering from

substance use disorder for over 50 years.

PERSONALIZED TREATMENT CLOSE TO HOME

We are committed to providing a variety of programs to meet the needs of our patients and
families including;

« Residential/Inpatient Treatment » Treatment for Co-Occurring Mental Health & Substance Use Disorders
« Virtual Outpatient Treatment « Medication-Assisted Treatment

« Adolescent Virtual Outpatient  24/7 Nursing & Medical/Psychiatric Attention in a Non-hospital Setting
« Withdrawal Management (Detox) « Alumni Recovery Community Support Groups & Social Events

« Transitional Housing/Recovery Home  « Alumni App for virtual 12 step facilitation meeting and support

« Family Involvement & Support « Transportation provided to residential treatment

ALL MAJOR INSURANCE ACCEPTED

vaetna I joitae AT WHealthlink

Designated

BlueCross BlueShield = B|ie[istinction.
!_)(__& - Cigna @@ of Nlinois Center

Substance Use Treatment and Recoverny

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE, CONFIDENTIAL CONSULTATION
Mindy Melton | Business Development Coordinator | 217-685-4197

Eﬁ Joint Commission Accredited 0 Insurance Accepted

'Pew Research Center
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,'.’; & \
> 4 "}T I Being a firefighter or
»u EMS provider is tough.

Remember that you're
'not alone.

885

(am) Most people are aware of the physical demands that emergency responders face. But it’s
SH ABE important to realize the impact on your mental wellbeing, too.
THE LOAD , » _ , .
A SUPPORT PROGRAM Taking care of your mental health is just as important as managing your physical health.

FOR FIREFIGHTERS

AND EMTs The National Volunteer Fire Council is here to help with resources to Share the Load.

nvfc.org/help

A program that provides access to critical resources and information to help
emergency responders and their families manage and overcome personal
and work-related behavioral health challenges.

nvfc.org/phfd

A listing of local providers who are equipped and ready to help emergency
responders, rescue workers, dispatchers, and their families with their
behavioral health needs.

nvfc.org/phfd

A comprehensive toolkit designed to help fire department leaders promote
and support mental wellbeing among their members and create a successful,
high-performing department.

"1 NVFC
l ‘ NATIONAL VOLUNTEER FIRE COUNCIL
gt

FIRE ¢ EMS * RESCUE
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OUR BEST DISCOUNT

FOR FIRST RESPONDER FAMILIES
50% OFF FAMILY LINES

50% off add’l line price for lines 2-6 vs. Magenta® ; w/AutoPay. Account holder must present first responder
verification in store & reverify when requested or pay up to $20/line more per month.

=

First responder families get 50% off family lines with unlimited talk, text,
data on our network and more.

Call T-Mobile Wireless Perks at 1-855-570-9947 or email nichole.lawicki@t-mobile.com

Use promo code PERKSIL2

During congestion, the small fraction of customers using >50GB/mo. may notice reduced speeds until next bill cycle due to data prioritization. Video typically streams on
smartphone/tablet at DVD quality (480p). International data at 2G speeds.

Present first responder verification in store (or if activating by phone/online at promotions.t-mobile.com/FirstResponder) & re-verify when requested. If not verified within 45 days, your
plan will become Magenta at an additional cost of up to $20/line per month. First responder must be account holder & account must maintain valid first responder line. We may ask for
additional information or documentation. First responder plan for eligible state & local law enforcement, firefighters, emergency medical response personnel, pensioned retirees, & parents,
children, or spouses of first responders killed in the line of duty; not available to federal employees. Confirm your organization considers you eligible. Limited time offer; subject to change. At
participating locations. Credit approval, deposit, $10 SIM card, and, in stores & on customer service calls, $20 assisted or upgrade support charge may be required. May not be combined with
other promotions/discounts and features; existing customers who switch may lose certain benefits. U.S. roaming and on-network data allotments differ: includes 200MB U.S. roaming. Unlimited
talk & text features for direct communications between 2 people; others (e.g., conference & chat lines, etc.) may cost extra. Unlimited high-speed data US only. In Canada/Mexico, up to 5GB
high-speed data then unlimited at up to 128kbps. Not available for hotspots and some other data-first devices. Capable device required for some features. Video streams at up to 1.5Mbps.
Optimization may affect speed of video downloads; does not apply to video uploads. Tethering: 3GB high-speed data then unlimited on our network at max 3G speeds. Smartphone usage is
prioritized over tethering usage, which may result in higher speeds for data used on smartphones. AutoPay Pricing for lines 1-8. Without AutoPay, $5 more/line. May not be reflected on 1st bill.
Int’l Roaming: Not for extended international use; you must reside in the U.S. and primary usage must occur on our network. Device must register on our network before international use.
Service may be terminated or restricted for excessive roaming. Usage may be taxed in some countries. Calls from Simple Global countries, including over Wi-Fi, are $.25/min. (no charge for Wi-Fi
calls to US, Mexico and Canada). Standard speeds approx. 128Kbps without Plus; with Plus approx. 256 Kbps. Coverage not available in some areas; we are not responsible for our partners'
networks. Network Management: Service may be slowed, suspended, terminated, or restricted for misuse, abnormal use, interference with our network or ability to provide quality service to other
users, or significant roaming. During congestion the small fraction of customers using >50GB/mo. may notice reduced speeds until next bill cycle due to data prioritization. On-device usage is
prioritized over tethering usage, which may result in higher speeds for data used on device. See T-Mobile.com/Openlnternet for details. See Terms and Conditions (including arbitration
provision) at www.T-Mobile.com for additional information. T-Mobile and the magenta color are registered trademarks of Deutsche Telekom AG. ©2019 T-Mobile USA, Inc.
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Transform Your Legacy

with a Master of Science in Threat and Response Management

Part-time executive format with three
industry-relevant concentrations:

o o L9 A
s ' L

Lo A
~SPE-

Cyber Risk Management Environmental Security National Security

Think ahead of the attack. Plan for the world beyond tomorrow. Develop secure solutions to today’s
emerging risks.

The University of Chicago’s nationally recognized master’s degree
in emergency management prepares you to successfully manage
all aspects of emerging threats.

With a curriculum overseen by an esteemed advisory board serving
in organizations like the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the
National Security Administration, you will study the relevant
coursework required to mitigate today’s real-world challenges.

Learn how you can join the next generation of
emergency management leaders at trm.uchicago.edu.

THE UNIVERSITY OF

trm.uchicago.edu
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Self-contained breathing apparatus sales and service SII]Ce 1 974
Nationwide Factory Authorized Warranty Service Center

Breathing air compressor systems and fill enclosures

Factory Authorized Warranty Service Center

Other Products Offered
* High-pressure booster pumps
® Breathing air cascade systems
® Individual storage cylinders
¢ Custom 6000 PSI hose

* Regulators

* Fill hoses

® Hundreds of fittings and
adapters
¢ Check, shut-off and

relief valves

¢ Gauges and much
much more

Other Services Offered
¢ Hydro-testing cylinders  ® Cylinder valve repairs
* On site quantitative SCBA facepiece fit testing for
all Survivair®, all Scott® and MSA Millinium®

403 Peoria Street

Washington, IL 61571
800/747-7442 or 309/444-7442
Helping You Breathe a Little Easier 309/444-3180 Fax ® scbas@omnilec.com
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FM Global
‘ | Fire
d Prevention

/ Grants
L Mark Blank, and Jed Bowen from FM

Global worked with NIFSI during our
fire safety classes with the AFFIl in our pilot classes on “Fighting Fires in
Fire Sprinkler Protected Buildings” classes earlier this summer.

They are encouraging our lllinois Fire Service friends to apply for the

fire service grants from FM Global. Take a little time to think of items,
products, or systems that can help improve your fire prevention efforts in
your community. Hope you can give it a try!

Tom Lia NIFSI

Because FM Global believes that the majority of fire can be prevented,
FM Global is pleased to offer financial support to organizations working
to combat fire. Through our Fire Prevention Grant Program, fire
departments and brigades, as well as national, state, regional, local
and community organizations can apply for funding to support a wide
array of fire prevention, preparedness and control efforts, including
pre-incident planning, fire prevention education/training and arson
prevention/fire investigation.

To fill out an online application follow this link

https://fs20.formsite.com/fmglobal/form14/index.html
For Questions firepreventiongrants@fmglobal.com
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From the Chaplain’s Rack
IFA Chaplain Josh Ehrler

Let’s just be honest for minute: families and friends involved in an
incident are not always the most helpful on scene. The parent wailing
in the next room. The spouse refusing to get out of the way. The

| friends showing up, car after car after car, clogging up the driveway
and the walkway and the road.

With that said, we would do, or have done, the exact same thing.
No matter our skill and experience level, if the crisis is our own,
we become less effective, maybe even frustrating to be around, too.
It’s not about who a person is or their background, it’s about what
happens when humans, any humans, encounter traumatic stress.

Why does your house need a chaplain?

I’'m asking you this question throughout the year. In the context of working with families and friends on

scene, and the traumatic stress everyone is enduring, your chaplain can keep people clear of the scene, gather
information, and do some very immediate crisis intervention that will benefit them and your personnel. Our
focus is on the family and people involved, not specifically the patient or the incident, which gives us the ability
to put our energy into potentially calming situations and intervening through the crisis.

Why do we as humans have trouble functioning ‘“normally” under stress? You know the answer, and I’ll tell
you anyway, it’s how the brain handles traumatic stress. In short, the brain shuts itself down for self-protection.
SCIENCE ALERT! Our brains are made up of structures, and the oldest part of the brain, the “reptilian brain,”
is designed to run the basic functions. “Breathing, eating, sleeping, pooping and peeing” as Dr Van Der Kolk
describes it in The Body Keeps the Score (56). When we are under stress these vitals take priority. Sometimes
all a person under stress can do is breathe. Other times, they run off. Occasionally, they come at us full of
unmanaged emotions. Hence the responses we’ve heard of: fight, flight, or freeze.

Because the higher, newer structures of the brain (limbic, neocortex) have identified a risk, they stop
functioning effectively. Reasoning skills are not necessary when survival is on the line. Centralizing the duties
of the brain to the basics is a natural defense mechanism. The frustrating part of this: no one gets to control how
or when our brain will do it, the reaction happens to us, as it happens to families and friends on a scene.

Chaplains are trained-should be trained-in psychological and spiritual first aid. We learn how to respond to
crisis with intervention skills. We can often get people talking again. We can usher family members away from
the patient or off the fire ground with dignity and respect. One of our roles is to reduce the stress responses and
support the family toward a clearer headspace. We simultaneously support our department by making the scene
less amplified. We calmly, clearly give details to the family (what’s going on, where the is ambulance going)
and guide them to widen their support by calling loved ones, trusted friends, and religious leaders.

The goal is never to remove emotions, the hope is to intervene in the crisis to help people make safe, appropriate
decisions. This also helps develop a stronger sense of control and wholeness. Which, in turn, helps our fire/EMS
personnel function at their highest levels. If your department does not have a chaplain yet, consider how you
might begin recruiting and building that role for the sake of your community and your firehouse.

Safe Call Now (24-7 crisis hotline for first responders) 206-459-3020
National Suicide Prevention Hotline 800-273-8255 741-741 (text chat)
Chaplain Josh’s Phone 608-234-3793
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Extending First Responder
Connectivity Like Never Before

)ects when and where
pach areas.

oriel !

With FirstNet MegaRange, lllinois firefighters can experience improved
connectivity and uplink data speeds—particularly at the edge of signal coverage.

I F I R s T N E ‘l‘® Visit FirstNet.com/mega-offer to learn how

FirstNet MegaRange can help first responders
N Built with AT&T stay connected when it matters most.

©2021 AT&T Intellectual Property. FirstNet and the FirstNet logo are registered trademarks of the First Responder Network Authority.
All other marks are the property of their respective owners.
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ASSOCIATION MEMBERS

Discover The Benefits Of Booking
With Us And Save 10%

Since 1962, Motel 6 has provided clean, comfortable rooms
and great experiences for travelers across North America. With over
1,400 locations, our properties help customers save more.

ABOUT MOTEL 6 ABOUT STUDIO 6

Kids stay free Furnished studios

Complimentary coffee Expanded work area 7
Pet-friendly Kitchen amenities O
Free WiFi and premium Free WiFi and premium

cable channels cable channels extended stay

10% Discount may be used for Business or Personal Travel,
at all Studio 6 and Motel 6 properties in the U.S.
Book online: motel6.com | Use code: CPDR2KUS

BOOK TODAY * 1-855-445-3388
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US. Fire Administration

Working for a fire-safe America

NFA RESIDENTIAL SPRINKLER PLAN

REVIEW CLASS

presented by

The National Fire Academy, lllinois Fire Service Institute, Alsip Fire Department
with Support by Northern lllinois Fire Sprinkler Initiative

DATE:
OCTOBER 18™ & 19™, 2022

LOCATION:
BILL DALTON TRAINING CENTER
AT LOCAL 281 UA

11900 S. Laramie Avenue, Alsip
(right next to the Alsip Fire Department)

SCHEDULE FOR EACH DAY:

7:00AM  CHECK-IN ‘S
8:00AM  CLASS STARTS
11:30AM  LUNCH g™
12:30PM  CLASS CONTINUES
4:30PM  OVERVIEW

INSTRUCTOR: TBA

l:_ NORTHERN ILLINDIS FIRE
I rj _‘.,}SPEIHHI.EH INITIATIVE
=NIFSI

Fire Chief
Tom Styczynski Sponsor

Helping Firefighters Do Their Work
Through Training, Education,
Information, and Research.

FSLILLINOIS.EDU scawcone
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CLASS INFORMATION

- Certificate of Attendance from the

Illinois Fire Service Institute & National Fire
Academy

» Hands-On Classroom Training

« Plan Review

« Home Simulations

« Live Burn Demonstration

- NFPA 13D Standard

- NFPA 13R Standard

« International Residential Code (IRC) P2904
« Sprinkler Identification Numbers

In addition to Fire Academy materials, NIFSI is
providing a NFPA 13D book to each attendee.

Bring a Calculator or use one on your phone.

If you have specific questions regarding the
course, contact:

James Moore, Assistant Director
jpmoore1@illinois.edu


www.contest4heros.com
www.contest4heros.com
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J. B. Pritzker Governor

Matt Perez, State Fire Marshal

Office of the State Fire Marshal

The Office of the lllinois State Fire Marshal (OSFM) announced the recipients of the 2022 Small
. Equipment Grant Program. A total of $2.5 million was awarded to 104 fire departments/districts and

EMS providers across the state. The program was established to provide grants of up to $26,000
each for the purchase of small firefighting and ambulance equipment.

This program is an innovative approach to a problem that has long caused difficulties for fire
departments and not-for profit ambulance services in lllinois, particularly those that have hardships
in generating the necessary revenue for small equipment. The purpose is to allow eligible applicants
the opportunity to purchase small equipment that they may otherwise not be able to purchase. The
OSFM received 373 applications, requesting around $8.4 million in funding for this grant period.

Funding provided from our Small Equipment Grant Program is a huge benefit, especially to our rural volunteer departments
in the state. These funds allow departments to purchase important equipment their firefighters/EMT’s need to work more
effectively and safely while protecting the lives and property of their community members,” said lllinois State Fire Marshal

Matt Perez.

Adams:
Loraine Fire Protection District- $26,000
Ursa Fire Protection District- $17,165

Alexander:
Tamms Volunteer Fire Department- $26,000

Bond:
Mulberry Grove Fire Protection District- $25,645.68

Bureau:
Bureau Fire Protection District- $26,000
Cherry Fire Protection District- $22,909.05

Calhoun:
North Calhoun Fire Protection District- $25,011

Carroll:
Savanna Fire Department- $25,320

Champaign:

Ivesdale Fire Protection District- $26,000
Ludlow Fire Protection District- $25,466.28
Pesotum Fire Protection District- $24,722.25
Sadorus Fire Protection District- $26,000

Clark:
West Union Community Fire Protection District- $25,888

Clinton:

Germantown Rural Fire Protection District- $15,625
Huey Ferrin Boulder Fire Protection District- $26,000
Santa Fe Fire Protection District- $26,000

Coles:
Wabash Fire Protection District- $21,539

Cook:

Blue Island Fire Department- $25,898

Central Stickney Fire Protection District- $25,750
Rosemont Public Safety- $26,000

Dekalb:
Shabbona Community Fire Protection District- $19,546.17

DeWitt:
Clinton Fire & Rescue- $24,770

Douglas:
Newman Community Fire Protection District- $12,688.02

DuPage:
Bensenville Fire Protection District- $26,000
Village of Villa Park- $20,550

Edgar:
Chrisman Fire Protection District- $26,000

Effingham:
Tri-County Fire Protection District- $25,566

Fayette:
St. Peter Fire Protection District- $24,630

Ford:
Roberts Melvin Fire Protection District- $26,000
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Franklin:
City of Zeigler Fire Department- $26,000

Fulton:
Farmington Fire Protection District- $26,000
Lewistown Fire Protection District- $26,000

Gallatin:
Shawneetown Fire Department- $26,000
Village of Omaha Fire Department- $24,293.52

Greene;
Carrolton Fire Protection District- $19,900

Grundy:
Mazon Fire Protection District- $25,905
South Wilmington Volunteer Fire Department- $26,000

Henry:

Bishop Hill  Community Fire Protection District-
$19,546.17

Galva Fire Department- $25,100

Kewanee Community Fire Protection District- $26,000

Iroquois:
Crescent Iroquois Fire Department- $26,000

Jackson:
Dowell Volunteer Fire Department- $26,000

Jefferson:
Waltonville Fire Protection District- $25,591.05
Webber Township Fire Protection District- $25,996.87

Kane:
Village of Carpentersville Fire Department- $10,056

Kankakee:
City of Kankakee Fire Department- $26,000
Salina Township Fire Protection District- $25,412

Knox:

East Galesburg Volunteer Fire Department- $25,828
Elba Salem Fire Protection District- $26,000
Magquon Fire Protection District- $16,737.08

LaSalle:
Naplate Fire Department- $25,980

LaSalle/Livingston:
Reading Township Volunteer Fire Department- $25,820

Lee:
Paw Paw Community Fire Protection District- $20,000

Livingston:
Dwight EMS- $17,638

Logan:
New Holland Fire Protection District- $20,576

Macon:
Blue Mound Fire Protection District- $26,000

Macoupin:
Staunton Area Ambulance Service- $16,732.48

Madison:

Hamel Community Fire Protection District- $22,665.70
Marine Community Fire Protection District- $26,000
Meadowbrook Fire Department- $19,546.16

Marion:
luka Fire Protection District- $24,310
Odin Fire Protection District- $26,000

Mason:
Bath Fire Protection District- $26,000
Easton Rural Fire Protection District- $19,800

Massac:
Joppa Fire Department- $26,000
Massac County Fire Protection District- $26,000

McDonough:
Industry Fire Protection District- $24,134
New Salem Fire Protection District- $23,475

McLean:
Lexington Community Fire Protection District- $25,575

Monroe:
Maeystown Rural Fire Protection District- $25,575

Montgomery:
Coffeen Fire Protection District- $25,560

Moultrie:
Bethany Fire Protection District- $19,000
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Ogle:
Rochelle Fire Department- $24,000
Stillman Fire Protection District- $25,764

Peoria:
Logan-Trivoli Fire Protection District- $12,990

Perry:
Tamaroa Fire Protection District- $26,000

Piatt:
DelLand Fire Protection District- $26,000
Northern Piatt County Fire Protection District- $16,500

Pike:

Baylis Fire Protection District- $23,525
Griggsville Fire Department- $25,372
Hull-Kinderhook Fire Department- $26,000
Spring Creek Fire Protection District- $26,000

Pope:
Rural Pope County Fire Protection District- $25,719

Pulaski:
Mound City Fire Department- $26,000
Mounds Fire Department- $19,158.41

Putnam:
Standard Fire Protection District- $26,000

Randolph:
Baldwin Community Fire Protection District- $22,771

Saline:
Village of Carrier Mills Fire Department- $26,000

Sangamon:
New Berlin-Island Grove Fire Protection District- $25,082

Schuyler:
Hickory-Kerton Fire Protection District- $18,526

St. Clair:

Church Road Fire Protection District- $25,908.56
Midway Fire Protection District- $26,000

Millstadt Fire Protection District- $26,000

Prairie Du Pont Fire Protection District- $25,825.25
St. Libory Fire Department- $25,100

Tazewell:
Armington Community Fire Protection District- $22,850

Union:
Alto Pass Fire Protection District- $26,000.
Dongola Fire Department- $25,962.36

Wabash:
Mt. Carmel Fire Department- $25,160.01

Wayne:
Wayne Fire Protection District #1- $21,628.93

White:
Village of Crossville- $15,300

Will:

Custer Fire Protection District- $25,120
Frankfort Fire Protection District- $24,295
Steger Estates Fire Protection District- $26,000

“I want to encourage everyone who
applies for these grants to ensure
that you have the appropriate
signatures and other required areas
of the application filled out correctly.
We are always willing to help and
provide answers to any questions.
Also, please make sure your NIFRS
reportsare updated. Noncompliance
in this area can not only disqualify
you from receiving a grant from our
office, but it can also prevent you
from receiving a federal grant.”

State Fire Marshal Matt Perez
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“On Tuesday, May 10th, we honored four of our bravest brothers who gave their lives in service to the people of lllinois during
the Fallen Firefighter Memorial,” said lllinois State Fire Marshal Matt Perez. “We will be forever grateful for their courage
and ultimate sacrifice in the performance of their duties. They put the lives of others ahead of their own, which is our highest
calling. |also want to personally thank every firefighter who was recognized today for their bravery in the line of duty during
the Medal of Honor Ceremony. lllinois is home to a fire service that is second to none.”

Loved ones of the fallen firefighters were presented with the “Death Duty Gold Badge” by the Fire Marshall during the
ceremony. This year’s honorees include:

. Firefighter/Paramedic Michael Pickering of the Chicago Fire Department
. Firefighter MaShawn Plummer of the Chicago Fire Department
. Lieutenant Garrett Ramos of the Sterling Fire Department

. Firefighter Mehdi Mourad of the Wabash Fire Protection District

Additionally, one firefighter was awarded the Medal of Honor. This is the highest award given by the State of lllinois to
a firefighter for an act of outstanding bravery or heroism, by which the firefighter has demonstrated in great degree the
characteristics of selflessness and personal courage above and beyond the call of duty, under adverse conditions, with the
possibility of extreme personal risk.

. Lieutenant Brian Kulaga, Cicero Fire Department
Seven firefighters were honored with the Medal of Valor award. The award is given by the State of lllinois to a firefighter for
an act of heroism or bravery that clearly demonstrated courage and dedication in the face of danger while in the performance

of duty. Recipients include:

. Firefighter/EMT Richard Drabik, Chicago Fire Department

. Firefighter/Paramedic Colin Fuhrmann, Collinsville Fire Department
. Lieutenant Chad Busick, Danville Fire Department

. Engineer Jason Milakovich, Evergreen Park Fire Department

. Lieutenant Adrian Avelar, Sterling Fire Department

. Firefighter Lucas Pfister, Sterling Fire Department

. Firefighter Jeff Kimpel, Sterling Fire Department

Fifteen firefighters received the Firefighter Excellence Award for an act of service in the line of duty, demonstrating excellence
and professionalism in service to their fellow lllinoisans. Recipients include:
Galesburg Fire Department

Calumet City Fire Department . Captain James Pendergast
. Firefighter Scott Hinko . Firefighter Kyle Harms
Centralia Fire Department Lockport Township Fire Protection District
. Firefighter Drake Tate . Firefighter/Paramedic Dustin Vandermeir
. Firefighter/Paramedic Christopher Isabelli
Centralia Fire Protection District
. Engineer Ross Smith South Holland Fire Department
. Firefighter/Paramedic Steven Devaney
Champaign Fire Department . Firefighter/Paramedic Alex Heavey
. Engineer Brian Smith . Firefighter/Paramedic Justin Wenk
. Firefighter/Paramedic Luke DeYoung
Danville Fire Department
. Firefighter Easton Hoskins Sterling Fire Department
. Lieutenant Garrett Ramos
. Firefighter Nick Hammer
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In addition, twelve units received the Firefighter Excellence “Unit Citation” Awards for an act of service in the line of duty,
demonstrating excellence, teamwork, and professionalism in service to lllinois residents. Recipients include:

Bensenville Fire Protection District, Incident #21-3340

. Battalion Chief Angel Reyes

. Lieutenant Nevin Hahn

. Firefighter/Paramedic Adam Sochacki

. Firefighter/Paramedic Andrew Walter

. Firefighter/Paramedic Zach Schneeberger
. Firefighter/Paramedic Mateo Valadez

Calumet City Fire Department, Incident #21-4139

. Captain Tim McGanonn
. Captain. Ron Tenzera

. Engineer Steve Drew

. Engineer Mike Ball

. Engineer Aaron Borowski
. Firefighter Rick Graser
. Firefighter Chris Pierce
. Firefighter Steve Uthe

. Firefighter Alex James

. Firefighter Cesar Garcia
. Firefighter Ryan Banks

Calumet City Fire Department, Incident #21-2470
. Captain Mike Flanagan
. Captain Tom Dukups

. Lieutenant Ryan Hornback
. Engineer Chris Sullivan

. Engineer Eric Wieser

. Firefighter Bryan Lowery

. Firefighter Joe Okichich

. Firefighter Nick Panzcuk

. Firefighter Mike Peterlin

. Firefighter Piepenbrink

. Firefighter Chuck Schultz

. Firefighter Dan Vasilak
Centralia Fire Department, Incident #21-1790
. Lieutenant Robert Smith, Jr.
. Firefighter Jeff Kleiboeker

(Huey Ferris Boulder Fire Protection District)

Evergreen Park Fire Department, Incident #21-2308

. Captain Frederick Vollinger
. Acting Lieutenant Andrew Turner
. Engineer Raymond Fineron
. Firefighter Austin Cangelosi
. Firefighter Justin Rehnquist

Champa|gn Fire Department, Incident #21-0003629
Lieutenant Mike Bayless

. Engineer William Bleich

. Firefighter James Rear

. Lieutenant Jason Rector

. Engineer Russ Houston

. Firefighter Paul Doyle

. Lieutenant Mathew Plutz

. Engineer Stephen McConkey

. Lieutenant Chad Pruitt

. Firefighter Alex Kocher

. Firefighter Evan Brewbaker

. Lieutenant Bradley Diel

. Engineer Jeremy Allen

. Firefighter Justin Kaiser

. Lieutenant Chip Haake

. Engineer Cole Hunt

. Firefighter Elliott Kraft

. Firefighter Zachary Tish

Chicago Fire Department, Incident #21-006-1733-00
. Firefighter/EMT David Pae

. Captain/EMT Robert Fleckenstein

. Firefighter/Paramedic Mario Cerna

. Firefighter/Paramedic Wilfredo Rodriguez
Collinsville Fire Department, Incident #21-00057
. Lieutenant Chris Castens

. Firefighter/Paramedic Jim Wilderman
. Firefighter/Paramedic Daniel Gulledge
. Firefighter/Paramedic John Canull

. Firefighter/Paramedic Justin Verner

. Lieutenant Frank Arnold

. Firefighter Eric Freeman

. Firefighter David Badgett

Danville Fire Department, Incident #21-0002378
. Captain Sean O’Kane

. Firefighter Kaleb Thompson
. Firefighter Michael Murphy
. Firefighter Thomas Simich

. Firefighter Robert Williams
. Firefighter Colin Zofkie

. Firefighter Anthony Schickel
. Firefighter Larry Whitehorn
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Galesburg Fire Department, Incident #0000734

. Firefighter Anthony McKillip
. Firefighter Kyle McGee
. Firefighter Andrew Johnson

South Holland Fire Department, Incident #21-4300104

. Firefighter Edward Ritzema

. Firefighter/Paramedic Eric Kearney

. Firefighter/Paramedic Tony Bruegmann

. Firefighter/Paramedic Michael Lampkin

. Firefighter/Paramedic Jon Sloop (Glenwood Fire Department)
. Firefighter/Paramedic Steve Pelc (Glenwood Fire Department)

Homer-Sidney Fire Protection District, Incident #21-0000181
Lieutenant Jeremy Richards

. Firefighter Mike Brann

. Lieutenant. Corey Lilly

$10,000 ) B

-]

YOUNEED THIS. YOU' VEEARNED THIS.

Here's your chance to slow down and get off the grid for a while. Disconnect from
the hectic, fast-paced daily grind and reconnect with your friends, family and nature.
Get away with $10,000 for the gear you need to have the guality time you deserve.

ENTER TODAY!

Contest4Heroes.com
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